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In next week’s issue 


Continuing the series Nazi occult we tell of the 
weird connections between Hitler's career and 
his interest in black magic. Have ufologists been 
researching something that wasn’t there? In UFO 
cover up we ask whether the past 30 years of 


researching UFOs has been a waste of time. Do 
the titillating traces of civilisations that ‘vanish’ 
really reveal clues of lost cultures? Find out in 
Lost civilisations. The ‘levitating.rope’ has 
prompted more heated debate than any other 
single conjuring trick. In our special article 
Indian rope trick we ask — did it ever happen? 
If so, how? We conclude with a look ata 
controversial phenomenon that some scientists 
claim to have established factually and 
scientifically — Remote viewing. 
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The greenwood has always of 
place where strange things a _ 
| happen — a doorway from the re a ee 


world into the beyond. And weird 
things still happen in woods — 
in Clapham Wood on England's 
South Downs. HAMISH HOWARD ands 
TOYNE NEWTON report 
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A hollow oak stands sentry 
to the village of Clapham - 
and, to, the forbidding».’ “\" 
Glapham Wood xinset), 
id ‘for hundreds of years the 
LUAU 5 SCONES sof weird incidents 
aS» Ma i sate 
“Uf: Alyk WO is A Pnall demsely-treed area 
Ligases in tie shelter of the South Downs in 
My seySUssex, England. Travelling south- 
wards, a sharp left turn off the busy road 
: howe as Long Furlong at Findon leads into , 
this, afea of mystery and intrigue, of strange 
disappearances and UFO sightings. There is 
éven/an ancient hollow oak, which signposts 
the way to the village, adding to the general 
air of mystery. That there is ‘something 
weird’ in the woods has always’ been 
rumoured. But what that something is, no 
one seems to know. 
On a hill above the village, as if protecting 
its parishioners from the dark woods beyond, 
stands the 13th-century Church of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. The strange atmos- 
phere of the woods themselves is felt im- 
mediately. Stunted trees twist and writhe as 
if in pain; there is a larger crater, believed to 
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Clapham Wood 


‘Chestnuts. 
‘CLAPHAM. 
COMMON: 
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have been caused by a wartime bomb - 
although some maintain it was a meteorite 
and yet others say it is merely an ancient lime 
pit — where nothing grows; and there are 
mysterious little clearings containing ruins 
of old cottages. 

Perhaps it was from one of these, a couple 
of centuries ago, that an old woman saw what 
would today be recognised as a UFO. She told 
villagers that one dark night she had seen a 
‘bright round shape like the full Moon’ float 
down into the woods and disappear in the 
bushes. 

The outcome of this event-sseems to have 
been that ‘the woods were filled with fumes 
that stinketh of burning matter’ and that 
many local folk thereafter were ‘affeared to 
go there’. As for the old woman of the woods, 
she appears to have been immediately ‘smit- 
ten of the palsy’, and was given a wide berth 
by the locals; this may have been because of 
her sighting, but it seems more reasonable to 
suppose she was the victim of one of the 
witch hunts so prevalent in England at that 
time. 

Since those far off days there have been 
many more UFO sightings — and some say 
landings — in the small area of Clapham 
Wood, and although several witnesses have 
given reports to the police there must be 
many people who are too afraid of ridicule to 
do so. The fact that these sightings often 
occur at night when few witnesses are about 
makes them very difficult to prove. 
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Above: the location of 
Clapham Wood 


Below: Mr R.D. Bennett, 
warden of Clapham church, 
whose rector disappeared in 
Clapham Wood in 1979. Mr 
Bennett comments that the 
villagers think the wood is 
‘extremely weird’ 


One such sighting concerns a telephone 
engineer who was driving home alone along 
the Findon Road after night duty when he 
saw a large saucer-shaped object in the sky 
above the woods. It hovered for some time 
before making a circle of the area, then 
veered off. ‘That was in October 1972, when 
other sightings were independently reported 
in that area. One report came from a couple 
out walking near Long Furlong who thought 
they saw Jupiter or Venus low in the western 
sky — until it started to move very quickly due 
north, keeping in line with a ridge of the 
downs, as it came towards them. Suddenly, 
when the object was over Clapham Wood, a 
beam of light descended vertically from it, 
and then rapidly withdrew, and the object 
shot away north-eastwards at great speed. 
The beam was visible for about 10 seconds. 

In fact the brief ime the Clapham Wood 
UFOs are visible makes their verification 
almost impossible, as one inhabitant of the 
village found in 1968. It was 2 a.m. and, 
being unable to sleep, he was making himself 
a hot drink; glancing out of the kitchen 
window, he saw a saucer-shaped object 
hovering directly over the nearby woods. He 
promptly made an emergency call to the 
police; although the call was answered 
speedily, by the time the police arrived the 
UFO had disappeared. 

By far the most significant sightings in this 
area are those reported by Paul Glover of the 
British Phenomenon Research Group, who 
was walking with a friend along the downs 
towards Clapham Wood one clear starlit 
night in the summer of 1967. At about Io 
p.m. both suddenly became aware of a ‘huge 
black mass’ low in the sky blotting out the 
stars as it moved very quickly towards them. 

The object was boomerang-shaped and 
made no sound. As it passed overhead the 
displacement of air was so great they ducked 
into the bushes for safety. 
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had landed recently to fetch supplies of 
sulphur and other chemicals. 

No one believed the boys, of course, but 
nearly 10 years later an investigation was 
carried out when soil samples were taken 
from the woods. From the report given in 
BBC-TV’s Nationwide programme at the time 
it seems there was more than a grain of truth 
at least in the boys’ sulphur story. 

The investigation had actually been trig- 
gered off by reports of dogs disappearing in 
the woods in 1975. According to a local 
newspaper, the Worthing Herald, Wallace, a 
three-year-old chow belonging to Mr and 
Mrs Peter Love of Clapham, disappeared, as 
did a two-year-old collie belonging to Mr 
John Cornford. Apparently the collie, al- 
though normally obedient, suddenly rushed 
off into a small copse between two trees in an 
area known locally as the Chestnuts, and was 
never seen again — although its mystified 
owner searched the place thoroughly. 

Mrs H.T. Wells,-who lives at nearby 
Durrington, said that when her collie gets 
near the woods it ‘becomes desperate’, and a 
golden retriever belonging to Mr E. F. Raw- 
lins of Worthing ran into the woods one day 
and returned ‘very distressed’. Shortly after- 
wards it became paralysed and the vet had to 


‘They vehemently denied it could have Paul Glover saw UFOs in destroy it. 
been a cloud, for it retained its shape, was on Clapham Wood — a huge Another dog owner, who wishes to remain 
a definite course, and there was no wind to — black boomerang (above) anonymous, reported that when she took her 
drive it — certainly not at the tremendous followed by small lights dog to this area it ran round in circles 
speed at which it was travelling. Somewhat moving at speed (below) foaming at the mouth, with its eyes bulging 


shaken they continued their walk, and min- 
utes later saw two bright objects high in the 
sky, which they watched for several minutes. 
One of the UFOs released a smaller object that 
travelled across to the second object, seemed 
to enter it, and then re-emerged and veered 
off, disappearing from sight. 

‘There was no denying that that night 
there was increased UFO activity in the area 
for some reason, but it was when Paul Glover 
and his companion were approaching Clap- 
ham Wood about an hour later that the most 
spectacular sighting occurred. ‘Two yellow 
lights descended in the region of the woods, 
followed just a few seconds later by two 
more, and then a final pair, making a total of 
three groups of two. ‘Then at the point where 
they seemed to have dipped down into the 
woods, two white beams of light shot out 
horizontally — quite unimpeded by the con- 
tours of the downlands — followed by the next 
two beams and then the final two, all travel- 
ling very fast, before disappearing into the 
night sky. No craft of any kind could be seen ee :' iP 
behind the lights. <4", 4 ae 
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Messages from a Ouija board 

During that same year, in the village of 
Rustington a few miles westwards along the 
coast, two schoolboys, ‘Toyne Newton and 
John Arnold, who had never even heard of 
Clapham Wood, had a strange story spelled 
out to them on a ouija board: that Clapham 
Wood was a base for spacecraft, and that one 
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out of its head as if in great pain, and only 
with difficulty did she manage to entice it 
back into her car and drive home, where the 
dog eventually calmed down. 

This part of the woods is easily accessible 
to the public, being on the A27 dual carriage- 
way, and it is regularly used for exercising 
dogs. It is also used by horse riders. One 
young horseman (who wishes to remain 
anonymous) tethered his mount firmly to a 
tree stump while he relieved himself in the 
woods, and was amazed to find the animal 
had disappeared during his brief absence. 
Although he searched the area extensively 
and made exhaustive enquiries, the horse 
was never found. 

Animals are not alone in being affected by 
the peculiar atmosphere in this particular 
part of the woods, for several people have 
described how they have felt ‘pushed over by 
invisible forces’, while others have felt faint 
for no apparent reason. 

‘Two men walking together in the woods 
told how they were both suddenly afflicted at 
the same time — one doubling over in agony 
and staggering, the other clutching at his 
head and saying that he felt as if his eardrums 
‘were being pulled from the inside out- 
wards’. ‘These painful effects disappeared 
simultaneously when the two men had gone 
about 50 yards (45 metres) further. 

It seems beyond doubt that this small area 
encapsulates a source of electrical charge, or 
ray, or unknown force, which, when released 
into the atmosphere in small bursts, seems to 
affect anyone in the vicinity at the time with 
some kind of abnormal pressure or even mild 
apoplexy. But what the force 1s, no one seems 
to know. | 

Its strange and disturbing effects seem to 
be metamorphic, for — according to the local 
press — the body of a man who went missing 
in the woods was found only two weeks later 
in such an advanced state of decomposition 
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Above: Clapham Wood's 
mysterious crater. Nothing 
will grow there; no one 
knows its Cause 


Right: the strange black 
shape seen in Clapham 
Wood by Dave Stringer in 
1977. He later found a 
footprint at the site (above 
right) — similar to one he had 
seen at the meeting place of 
a black coven in Brighton 


Below: Mr John Cornford, a 
local farmer, whose two- 
year-old collie dog went 
missing in Clapham Wood 
and was never seen again 


that only when the body was positively 
idenufied could the short time lapse be 
pinpointed. Forensic evidence showed that 
the normally accepted rate of a decomposing 
corpse had, in this particular case, been 
greatly accelerated due to some unknown 
factor. 

Mystifying reports such as these have a 
double effect in that, while keeping appre- 
hensive people away, those given to seeking 
the truth of such situations are particularly 
drawn to the area. Among these is Dave 
Stringer of the Southern Paranormal In- 
vesugation Group, who, while not disbeliev- 
ing the reports of so many independent 
witnesses, nevertheless visited the woods in 
August of 1977 ‘with an open mind’ — and his 
Geiger counter. 

He was aware of a strange silence, but the 
woods were beautiful and the air still as he 
came to the part called the Chestnuts: Every- 
thing appeared normal, but as he walked 
through the heavy undergrowth he had to 
raise the Geiger counter above his head. It 
was then that it began to register at an 
alarming rate before returning to normal. 

Wonderingly, Stringer looked back at the 
area through which he had just passed, and 
saw a dark shape about 12 feet (3.5 metres) in 
height; while not being distinctive in outline, 
it was very definitely not smoke, or a smoke- 
enshrouded bush, but he could describe it 
only as a ‘black mass’. Seconds later a large 
white disc shot out from behind nearby trees 
at an angle of about 45 and disappeared into 
the sky, and simultaneously the dark form 
disappeared also. 

Stringer retraced his steps, not using the 
Geiger counter this time but looking down at 
the ground, which was part grass and part 
muddy footpath, for some evidence of a solid 
shape to back up what he thought he had 
witnessed. At the spot where the form had 
appeared he came upon a faint imprint of a 
four-toed foot, twice the width of a man’s 
foot but very narrow at the heel. 

Only on one other occasion had he seen 
such a mysterious footprint, and that had 
been at Devil’s Dyke near Brighton, where 
there was known to be a black magic coven. 
Could there be a connection? 


Devil's footprint? 
Part of a black coven’s ritual involves the 
burning of sulphur, which could account for 
the acrid smell and fumes reported in the 
woods, and one particular branch of their 
rumoured experimentation concerns the de- 
materialisation of small creatures. ‘his, it is 
claimed, releases the creatures’ ‘life spark’, 
which escapes without form or shape. 

Stringer made a quick sketch of the single 
footprint, which, although unknown to him 
at the time, coincides significantly with the 
footprint of the demon ‘Amduscias, illus- 
trated in the 1863 edition of Collin de 
Plancy’s Dictionnatre infernal. 

The consistency of UFO sightings over 


Clapham Wood continued during 1978 and 
1979, one being reported by a man standing 
on nearby Highdown Hill, which is higher 
than Clapham and overlooks the woods. ‘The 
witness says he saw a large orange ball about 
twice the size of an aircraft, which man- 
oeuvred above the woods for some 20 
minutes before disappearing. And several 
independent witnesses from different van- 
tage points reported seeing a huge light inthe 
sky above Clapham Wood one summer’s 
night in 1979. It descended vertically into the 
woods and glowed among the trees. 

Could it be explained away as mere coinci- 
dence? It seems unlikely with so many people 
coming forward with similar stories of sight- 
ings all made at the same time. 

‘The spate of strange reports that year 
concluded with the disappearance of the 
Reverend Neil Snelling, vicar of Clapham 
church. One fine morning after shopping at 
Worthing he decided to walk back to his 
Steyning home through Clapham Wood. 
Almost certainly he would have taken the 


‘Chestnuts’ route. He has not been heard of 


since, and an exhaustive search of the area 
revealed nothing. 
What happened to him? Why did the dogs 


Right: a photograph taken by 
Paul Glover. He saw nothing 
at the time, although he felt 
intense cold — but when the 
photograph was developed, 
it showed a goat's head, 
age-old symbol of satanism 
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disappear so completely within only a few 
yards of their unsuspecting owners? How can 
solid bodies vanish into thin air without 
leaving a trace? Is there a deadly chemical in 
the soil, or some unknown force that disrupts 
the molecular structure of organic creatures? 
Did a meteorite — or some unknown object 
from space — once fall in the area, and if so, is 
it giving off harmful rays or acting as a 
beacon for UFOs? 

So many independent reports cannot be 
ignored, but real proof of the phenomena is 
not easy to come by. It was in the hope of 
obtaining some form of proof that Paul 
Glover armed himself with a camera and, 


accompanied by Dave Stringer and another 


friend, made for Clapham Wood. 

It was a dark, clear evening, but there was 
no UFO activity. Eventually they decided to 
make their way homewards via the Chestnuts 
route, and it was as they were walking 
through this area that all three of them, 
simultaneously, had a feeling of intense cold. 
‘They hurried on, and the feeling ceased. So 
they walked back over the same area — three 
times in fact — and each time experienced this 
sudden and unnatural drop in temperature. 

Glover decided to point the camera at 
what he thought was the source of this 
strange condition, seeing nothing, but firing 
the shutter purely on speculation. 

When the photograph was developed, 
however, it showed an uncanny white mass 
revealing the unmistakable image of a goat’s 
head, the age-old symbol of satanic rites. 
Was this confirmation of the past — or present 
— activities of a black coven? Or was it quite 
separate, adding yet another phenomenon to 
the enigma of Clapham Wood? 
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For decades ufology has been in a 
state of confusion and disarray, 
struggling to research a 
phenomenon for which there is 
only slender evidence, says 
WILLIAM H. SPAULDING. And the 
reason? Secret government 
agencies have been manipulating 
the evidence and the witnesses 


WHAT CONCLUSIONS can we draw from the 
documents that GsW has drawn from the CIA 
and the State Department? ‘To answer that 
question, we first have to look objectively at 
some salient facts about the state of ufology. 
For that is the raw material that the CIA has 
used to its advantage over the years in its 
campaign of debunking, disinformation and 
calculated manipulation. 

In the first place, most information about 
UFOs is based on the (usually unsupported) 
word of the witnesses. In many instances, 
this type of report is labelled ‘authentic’ by 
the pro-UFO community after an investig- 
ation that usually amounts to little more than 
a conversation with the participants. ‘Vhe 
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The Goodyear blimp 
broadcasts its message to 
the world. But at some 
angles, could it be taken for 
a UFO? On 29 April 1978, Mr 
and Mrs S of Aurora, Illinois, 
reported a brilliantly lit, 
saucer-shaped craft ‘as big 
as a football field’ that was 
also seen by numerous other 
witnesses. With lights 
‘twirling round it’, it followed 
the couple’s car and 
allegedly caused power 
failures in the locality. But 
Allan Hendry, then 
investigator for the Center 
for UFO Studies, identified 
the ‘saucer’ as an aircraft 
owned by Ad Airlines of 
Chicago. This ‘classic’ UFO 
and its mundane explanation 
is a perfect example of the 
suggestibility of people. 
Anyone wishing to exploit 
such credulousness 
would have an easy task 


ability of witnesses to ‘identify’ unusual 
aerial phenomena is notoriously unreliable: 
take for example the numerous cases of 
dome-shaped, spinning, saucer-like craft 
that perform extraordinary manoeuvres and 
display unusual lighting configurations rep- 
orted by numerous reliable individuals — and 
then turn out to be aircraft towing advertis- 
ing material. Lack of time, money and effec- 
tive research techniques all contribute to the 
large element of foul-up in ufology. 

On the other hand not all UFO events can 
be categorised as ‘identifiable’. ‘here is a 
small residue of events that seem to be caused 
by real objects (or what appear to be real 
objects). Blue Book estimated these at some 3 
per cent of the total; civilian investigators put 
the figure at about 8 per cent. Probably the 
true figure is somewhere in between. But 
relatively litthe can be done to investigate 
these cases scientifically: there are few physi- 
cal traces to take into the laboratory. What 
does seem certain is that no event represents 
a visitation from outer space. ‘The mathema- 
tical odds are simply too remote for the extra- 
terrestrial hypothesis to be taken seriously. 
Whatever true UFOs are, they would appear 


\ er er . . = 
a, a tt ae a gO A 


ee -_ 


id es 
= aerate 


ete - 


TRE get eer a 


to have a distinctly earthly origin. 

Even so, the transparent ineffectiveness of 
the official investigations, the ineptitude of 
the special commissions, and the constant 
stonewalling of the government led many 
civilian researchers to believe that a massive 
conspiracy was at work to cover up the 
government’s knowledge of contact from 
outer space. In the 1940s, rumours of crash- 
ed saucers and dead aliens were rife. In the 
1970s there were contactee and abduction 
stories galore. Not only that, but odd leaks 
and whispers of information came the way of 
the research groups from seemingly well- 
placed military and intelligence sources. 
What other conclusion was there to draw? 
Who else but aliens could be behind these 
tantalising stories? 

Undoubtedly the government — as em- 
bodied in the CIA — has been involved in a 
cover up, as we have seen in the previous 
article. But what we are about to suggest is 
that while the CIA was collecting UFO inform- 
ation from around the globe (though claim- 
ing to be doing nothing of the kind), it was 
also manufacturing the rumour that the 
government knew more than it was prepared 
to admit. This tactic was employed partly to 
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Top: artist's impression of 
the ‘spacecraft’ seen by Joe 
Simonton in 1961, one of 
whose occupants gave him a 
pancake (above). Was he 
hoaxed by a secret 
government agency such as 
the DIA or NSA (below: their 
official seals)? And to what 
extent has the US government 
connived at rumours of 
‘captured aliens’? This 
picture (right) almost 
certainly shows a monkey 
used in rocket tests, not (as 
alleged) a space visitor 


UFO cover up 


distract ufologists’ attention from what the 
government was actually up to, and partly to 
add to the disarray of ufology. 

Behind the smokescreen of confusion and 
ignorance that it created, the CIA could 
proceed with its own outlandish experi- 
ments, whose real nature would be further 
disguised by the fact that they seemed no 
weirder than the rest of the whole bizarre 
phenomenon. And such activity would be 
just as intractable to scientific investigation, 
whether by the USAF or by civilians. In this it 
was fundamental that the USAF’s investig- 
ations, for example, should be kept secret. 

Clues to what really came to fascinate the 
CIA about the UFO question are scattered 
throughout the documents obtained by Gsw. 
Of course, the government’s conspirators of 
silence may not be from the CIA: they may be 
from the Defense Intelligence Agency, the 
National Security Agency, or the super- 
secret National Reconnaissance Organis- 
ation, or some clandestine group within any 
of these. Though the evidence to hand points 
to the CIA, the precise identity of the culprits 
is unimportant as long as the principles on 
which they seem to be working remain 
obscure. 

From the first the CIA was intrigued by the 
psychological implications of the flying 
saucer mystery. Says part of one memoran- 
dum from 19§2: 

With world-wide sightings reported, it 

was found that, up to the time of this 

investigation, there had been in the 

Soviet press no report or comment on 

flying saucers. With a state-controlled 

press, this could only result from an 
official policy decision. ‘The question, 
therefore, arises as to whether or not 
these sightings: 1) could be controlled, 

2) could be predicted, and 3) could be 

used from a_ psychological warfare 
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point of view, either defensively or 
offensively . . . a fair proportion of our 
population is mentally conditioned to 
the acceptance of the incredible. 
These concerns were echoed in the secret 
report of the Robertson Panel in 1953, after 
which the CIA took over the real business of 
UFO investigation. At this time, the docu- 
ments show, the cC1A’s Office of Scientific 
Intelligence was privately convinced that 
UFOS were extra-terrestrial craft. While 
awaiting proof of this, adebunking campaign 
was designed to defuse any potential public 
hysteria. Everyone expected that UFOs, like 
any other fad, would thus be helped to 
evaporate from the public consciousness. 


At a UFO conference held at Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, in 1974 the research group 
APRO announced that henceforth it was 
intending to concentrate solely on con- 
tactee and abduction cases. Whether this 
was out of boredom with run-of-the-mill 
UFO sightings or because APRO hoped to 
gain publicity is not known. Some of 
the cases APRO has espoused are highly 
questionable — the Walton abduction 
case (see page 307) being but one inst- 
ance. Here is another. 

In February 1981 Ground Saucer 
Watch received from APRO an anony- 
mous letter purporting to come from a Us 
airman. It described a UFO landing near 
Kirtland Air Force Base, New Mexico. 
An individual in a metallic suit got out, 
got in again, and the craft flew away. A 
Civil Air Patrol Cadet, one Craig R. 
Weitzel, apparently took photographs of 
the landing. Later, he was (the letter 
said) visited by men in black, which 
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The ‘spaceship’ (top) that 
was photographed by 
Howard Menger (above). 
The ship is suspiciously 
similar to that seen by 
Adamski, and its occupants 
imparted a similar, banal, 
wisdom. Who hoaxed whom? 


ww 


Coral Lorenzen, founder of 
APRO, which concentrates on 
UFO contacts and abductions. 
Mrs Lorenzen has said that 
such cases show ‘a Careful, 
methodical and in-depth 
study of Earth and its 
inhabitants is underway’ 


But at some point — perhaps when the 
extra-terrestrial hypothesis was discarded, 
or perhaps when it became indisputable that 
UFOS Were not simply a passing craze, or 
perhaps with the growth of secret high- 
technology research — the Agency realised 
that it could conduct experiments in psycho- 
logical warfare of its own. If the Soviets were 
not behind the sightings in an attempt to 
manipulate the populace, there was no 
reason why the CIA should not get behind 
them instead. ‘he benefits would be mani- 
fold: the military could get on with its secret 
aerial projects in comfort, since anyone 
coming unwittingly in contact with them 
would fall foul of the CIA’s disinformation 
service and public debunking routine; and 
the CIA would discover just how far public 
attitudes could be manipulated, how in- 
dividuals reacted to bizarre and unpreceden- 
ted events, and how the information was 
disseminated and what reactions it 
generated. 

‘This paradoxical programme of simul- 
taneous encouragement and discouragement 
of the UFO controversy would work on 
several fronts. ‘he idea of a cover up would 
be nurtured through leaks of classified 1n- 
formation to civilian investigators, while a 
number of events could, quite simply, be 
staged. A number of agents infiltrating the 
research organisations would then be able to 
feed disinformation to the UFO groups and at 
the same time monitor their awareness of 
secret military hardware. Friends in the 
press would dutifully play up UFO material 
whether it were hoax, misidentification or 
staged event. | 

This programme is what GSW calls the 


Weitzel reported to the USAF security 
police, who in turn notified the Kirtland 
AFB Office of Special Investigations. A 
Mr Dody then looked into the matter, 
though the letter-writer claimed that 
Dody later disavowed all knowledge of 
the incident. The letter-writer also 
claimed that his commanding officer, 
one Colonel Bruce Purvine, had admit- 
ted to him that OSI was investigating UFO 
sightings — in the greatest secrecy. Men- 
tion was also made of crashed saucers, 
some of which are supposedly kept in the 
Sandia area of Kirtland AFB. 

Ground Saucer Watch did what it 
could to check this report, which con- 
firmed the existence of the Sandia area 
and of Mr Dody of the ost. Colonel 
Purvine expressed some astonishment 
that he should be reported as discussing 
classified information with enlisted men, 
and denied discussing UFOs at all with 
anyone. He also pointed out that the 
‘airman’ had got the name of Col. 
Purvine’s command quite wrong. 

Who led APRO up the garden path? 
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‘Federal hypothesis’. It would not require 
especially large resources to be effective, 
since only asmall number — no more than the 
unexplained § per cent — of events need to be 
created. ‘he network of enthusiasts would 
do the rest. As the ripples spread out from 
ufologists a segment of the public would 
respond with psychic experiences, fantasies, 
a smattering of hoaxes and numerous ‘in- 
duced’ misinterpretations of aircraft, birds 
and planets. Another flap would be under 
way. And a similar pattern of manipulation 
could be used to cover up mishaps with 
military equipment or explain away occa- 
sional instances of its illegal testing. Once the 
technique was established there would be no 
reason not to use it to distract public atten- 
tion from political embarrassment at home or 
abroad. 

How far can we prove the Federal hypo- 
thesis? ‘The documents obtained under the 
Freedom of Information Act reveal the CIA’s 
persistent interest in psychological warfare. 
Is it coincidence that several members of the 
board of Governors of the National Investig- 
ations Committee on Aerial Phenomena 

NICAP) are former members of the CIA? One, 
Colonel Joseph Bryan I11, USAF (Ret.), is 
actually reputed to have been the founder of 
the cCIA’s psychological warfare section; 
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Above: a ground marking 
allegedly left by a UFO near 
Tully in Queensland, 
Australia, in 1966. Hard 
evidence like this is rare 
and is rarely investigated by 
qualified scientists 


In its attempts to get to the 
truth about the UFO 
phenomenon, GSW made an 
approach to President Jimmy 
Carter (above), who, while 
Campaigning for the 
presidency, had announced 
his intention to pursue the 
mystery and had himself filed 
a UFO report (left). But NASA 
denied Carter's request to 
review UFO data, and the 
President himself was unable 
to further GSw’s suit against 
the CiA. Said GSw: ‘The 
guests in the White House 
come and go every four to 
eight years, but the CIA goes 
on for ever’ 


UFO cover up 


another NICAP officer, Nicholas de Roche- 
fort, had come to the CIA through its 
predecessor, the Office of Strategic Services 
— and was also an expert in psychological 
warfare. No less telling in GSW’s view 1s the 
decision by the Aerial Phenomena Research 
Organisation in 1974 to concentrate solely on 
contact and abduction cases, which may have 
led them straight into the hands of the 
manipulators (see box). How many other 
UFO organisations have been infiltrated? 
How many other publications have been fed 
stories? 

‘There is evidence that Generso Pope, 
owner of the National Enquirer, is an ex-CIA 
member and is still an associate of the Covert 


Action Staff (Disinformation and Propa- 
ganda) of the CIA’s Operations Directorate 


Clandestine Services). And who has paid 
the highest sums for the most exotic and 
sensational UFO stories — and so helped shape 
American popular opinion— but the National 
Enquirer? Such a technique is standard with 
the CIA: in December 1977 the New York 
Zimes reported that in the mid 1960s the CIA 
‘owned, subsidised or otherwise influen- 
ced... more than 800 news and public 
information organisations and individuals’. 
It is also significant that UFO stories un- 
dergo reincarnation: the crashed saucer tales 
of the 1940s are emerging once again in the 
1980s, while the fashion for contactee ex- 
periences of the early 1950s recurred in the 
1970s. In a more sinister vein, what kind of 
psychological manipulation may be involved 
in close encounter cases? How many times 
have we all heard a baffled researcher say in 
all honesty that the event was ‘real in the 
mind of the witness’, despite a total lack of 
supporting evidence? It is at such specific 
instances of the UFO phenomenon, and its 
manipulation, that we must look next. 


Some reasons why the CIA may have manipu- 
lated the UFO phenomenon: see page 1118 
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Age-old myths tell of great birds 
that preyed upon human beings. 
Ornithologists scoff at the idea that 
such creatures exist in reality but, 
as JANET and COLIN BORD explain, 
some people think they have 
encountered such monsters — and 
some have felt the strength of 
their claws 


IN TIPPAH COUNTY, MISSOURI, USA, a tea- 

cher had this tragic story to tell in 1878: 
A sad casualty occurred at my school a 
few days ago. The eagles have been 
very troublesome in the neighbour- 
hood for some time past, carrying off 
pigs, lambs, etc. No one thought that 
they would attempt to prey upon child- 
ren; but on Thursday, at recess, the 
little boys were out some distance from 
the house, playing marbles, when their 
sport was interrupted by a large eagle 
sweeping down and picking up little 
Jemmie Kenney, a boy of eight years, 
and flying away with him. ‘The children 
cried out, and when I got out of the 


Monsters 


house the eagle was so high that I could 
just hear the child screaming. ‘The 
alarm was given, and from screaming 
and shouting in the air, etc., the eagle 
was induced to drop his victim; but his 
talons had been buried in him so 
deeply, and the fall was so great, that he 

was killed... . 

This is not the only case of a child being 
carried away by an eagle. In 1838, in the 
mountains of Switzerland, a five-year-old 
girl called Marie Delex was snatched away 
from her friends. She was not carried to the 
bird’s nest —a search party found two eaglets 
there, with heaps of goat and sheep bones, 
but no sign of her. It was not until two 
months had passed that a shepherd found her 
mutilated corpse, lying on a rock. 

Svanhild Hantvigsen, a Norwegian, claims 
that when she was three years old, in 1932, 
she was seized by an eagle and carried to its 
nest. She was rescued by some people who 
had noticed the eagle’s strange behaviour 
and she was lucky enough to escape without a 
scratch, though her dress was torn. 

Such attacks are frightening, but not 
mysterious. Sometimes, however, there are 
reports of a different kind — of monstrous 
winged creatures that do not seem to fit the 
description of any bird known to orni- 
thology. Sometimes they seem most like giant 
flying creatures that became extinct millions 
of years ago. And sometimes, as we shall see 
in a later article, they seem half human. 

‘The largest living bird known to science 1s 
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the wandering albatross, which is seen only 
in the southern oceans and has the largest 
known wingspan — II feet (3.3 metres). Very 
close to it in size is the Andean condor, witha 
10-foot (3-metre) wingspan. ‘The Califor- 
nian condor’s wings span 9 feet (2.7 metres) — 
but it is thought that today less than 40 of 
these birds survive. 
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Left: five-year-old Marie 
Delex was borne away by a 
large bird in 1838. Local 
people assumed it was an 
eagle — yet scientists believe 
eagles are capable of lifting 
nothing heavier than a fawn 
or goat kid 


Below left: Svanhild 
Hantvigsen displays the torn 
dress that she was wearing 
in 1932 when an eagle 
swooped on her and carried 
her to its nest. The arrival of 
rescuers saved her from the 
fate suffered by Marie Delex 
nearly 100 years before 


Below: the dog belonging to 
Peter Swadley, a bear 
hunter, attempted to fight off 
an eagle that attacked his 
master in West Virginia, USA, 
in 1895. The dog was 
carried off, while Swadley 
was left badly injured 
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Even a condor would look tiny, however, 
alongside the teratorn, a bird that became 
extinct about 10,000 years ago. It is thought 
to have been the largest bird that has ever 
lived on Earth, having a length of 11 feet (3.3 
metres), a wingspan of 25 feet (7.5 metres), 
and a weight of 160 to 170 pounds (72 to 76 
kilograms). Fossils have been found in Ar- 
gentina, Mexico and the southern United 
States; some of them are thought to be § to8 
million years old. 

Huge birds figure in mythology. The 
Illini Indians painted a picture of a mons- 
trous bird, the pzasa or ‘bird that devours 
men’, on a rock face overlooking a river near 
Alton in Illinois. They used to fire bows or 
guns at the picture as they passed by in their 
canoes. [he painting was seen by missionary 
explorers in the 17th century, before the rock 
face was destroyed. In the 1970s a new piasa 
design, following the traditional one, was 
repainted at Norman’s Landing. 

According to the Illini, the prasa is scaly, 
with a long tail, horns and red eyes. It can be 


seen once a year, at dawn on the first day of 


autumn, as it emerges from the river topicka 
cave for the winter. But despite vigils by 


Above: a carved human face 
peers out from a mask of a 
thunderbird, made by Haida 
Indians of the American 
north-west coast. The Haida 
believe that a human spirit 
can take on a thunderbird’s 
form: this is symbolised by 
the closing of the mask’s 
jaws 


Above right: the p/asa, a 
gigantic legendary bird, was 
shown in these rock 
paintings, which formerly 
existed near Alton, Illinois, 
USA. The bird terrorised the 
Illini Indians until the great 
chief Ouatogo offered 
himself as bait, while 20 
warriors hid nearby. The bird 
was killed by their arrows, 
while Ouatogo was 
unharmed. The paintings 
commemorated the event 
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students on bluffs above the Mississippi 
River, no one has seen the dreaded piasa in 
recent years. 

However, some Indians claim to see anoth- 
er huge creature, the thunderbird, today. 
According to James Red Sky, an Ojibwa 
Indian from the Thunder Bay region of 
Ontario, Canada: ‘We saw a thunderbird a 
few summers ago. A huge bird it was; a lot 
bigger than planes you see go by today. It 
didn’t flap its wings. Not even once. It was 
white on the underside, black on top.’ 

Modern reports of giant birds in the USA 
began in the late 19th century. At Dent’s 
Run, Pennsylvania, in 1882, one Fred 
Murray saw a flock of birds that, he said, 
looked like giant buzzards, with wingspans 
of more than 16 feet (5 metres). 

In February 1895 the disappearance of 
10-year-old Landy Junkins in Webster 


County, West Virginia, was ascribed to a 
giant bird. Landy was sent by her mother toa 
neighbour’s house, but never arrived. A 
search party found her tracks in the snow: 
they left the path and went a few feet into a 
field. ‘here, a number of tracks were crowd- 
ed together, as if she had turned round and 


round, perhaps trying to avoid something. 
No trace of Landy was ever found. 

An incident a few days later suggested 
what had happened to her. A bear hunter, 
Peter Swadley, was attacked by a massive 
bird, which swooped down and dug its talons 
in his back. Swadley was saved from death by 
his dog, which made for the bird. The bird 
turned its attention to the dog, ripping open 
its stomach with one stroke of its claws before 
flying off with the unfortunate animal. A 
deputy sheriff and his son also saw the giant 
‘eagle’, which captured a fawn while they 
were in the forest hunting deer. ‘They said 
the bird had a wingspan of 15 to 18 feet (4.5 
to §.§ metres); and a body as large as a man’s. 

‘The same monster was also thought to be 
responsible for the strange disappearance of 
a sheep from a locked shed. One morning, 
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Hanse Hardrick found one sheep missing, 
with a hole in the shed roof showing how it 
had been extracted. 

Some eagle — able to carry away a fawn, a 
hunting dog, a sheep and a 10-year-old girl, 
and make a bold attempt to carry off a fully 
grown man! 

Around 1940, in Pennsylvania, an author 
and local historian, Robert Lyman, was in 
the Black Forest near Coudersport, when he 
saw a brownish bird standing in the middle 
of a road. It stood 3 to 4 feet (about I metre) 
tall and had a short neck and short legs. 
When it flew off, Mr Lyman saw that its 
narrow wings, when extended, reached 
across the road — a span of 20 to 2§ feet (6 to 
7.5 metres). He wondered how such a big 
bird could fly through dense trees so easily. 

In 1947 farmers around Ramore in On- 
tario, Canada, were experiencing problems 
with a giant black bird that was attacking 
their livestock. It had a hooked beak, huge 
talons, and yellow eyes ‘the size of silver 


dollars’. A few months later an outbreak of 


sightings of big birds occurred in Illinois. 
‘There’s a bird outside as big as a B-29! 
gasped 12-year-old James ‘lrares as he 
rushed indoors to his mother. ‘That was in 
January 1948, and James was the first to 
report seeing the monster. He lived in Glen- 
dale, Illinois, and the bird he saw, wings 
flapping as it flew over, was grey-green in 
colour. 

A former army colonel, Walter Siegmund, 
saw something similar on 4 April. He es- 
timated that it was 4000 feet (1200 metres 
up, and from his military experience he was 
quite convinced that ‘it could only be a bird 
of some tremendous size.’ 

More sightings followed, including some 
over St Louis, Missouri. Several witnesses at 
first believed they were seeing an aeroplane 
because of its size — until it began to flap its 
wings and to perform bird-like manoeuvres. 
Policemen and flying instructors were among 
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Above: the magnificent bald 
eagle of North America. Fish 
are its favourite prey, but it 
has been blamed for attacks 
on small animals and 
children 


Right: the Californian 
condor, hideous when at 
rest, is majestic in flight, 
gliding effortlessly for long 
distances. One of the world’s 
rarest birds, it can attain 9 
feet (2.7 metres) in 
wingspan. It attacks living 
animals, though like other 
vultures it feeds mainly on 
carrion 


Right: the imagined 
abduction of an Alpine 
peasant woman's child by an 
eagle. The artist entitled this 
picture, published in 1900, 
The robber of the skies 


Left: one of the rarer hazards 
of the American West: in 
1870 a golden eagle 
attacked a woman rider near 
the track of the Pacific 
Railroad and was beaten off 
only after severely 
wounding her 
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the witnesses. The last sighting seems to 
have been on 30 April 1948. Charles Dunn 
could hardly believe his eyes when he saw a 
bird ‘about the size of a Piper Cub plane’, 
flying at about 3000 feet (900 metres) and 
flapping its wings. 

Little more was seen of monster birds for 
nearly two decades, although in 1957 a huge 
bird with a wingspan of 25 to 30 feet (7.5 tog 
metres) was seen flying at about 500 feet (150 
metres) over Renovo, Pennsylvania. In 1966 
there were reports from Utah, West Virginia, 
Ohio and Kentucky, only some of which 
could be explained as sightings of rare known 
species. 


Then, in 1975, during an outbreak of 


mysterious deaths of animals in Puerto Rico, 
large birds resembling whitish condors or 
vultures were seen. On 26 March Juan 
Muniz Feliciano, a workman, was attacked 


by ‘a terrible greyish creature with lots of 


feathers, a long thick neck, bigger than a 
goose’. 

At the end of July 1977, a big bird was 
seen trying to steal a young pig weighing so 
to 60 pounds (22 to 27 kilograms) near 
Delava, Illinois. ‘The bird had a companion. 
Both resembled Californian condors and had 
8-foot (2.5-metre) wingspans. But an ecol- 
ogist at the University of Illinois commented 


that condors are rare, almost to the point of 


extinction, could not lift such a weight and 


Right: 10-year-old Marlon 
Lowe, victim of an attack by 
a large bird in 1977, with his 
mother, whose cry startled 
the bird into dropping the 
boy. The incident occurred in 
Illinois, home of the legends 
of the p/asa 


Below: Juan Munhiz 
Feliciano, a Puerto Rican 
workman, fights off an attack 
by a ‘terrible greyish 
creature’ one night in 1975. 
At about this time, farm 
animals were being killed 
and mutilated in a manner 
reminiscent of cattle 
mutilation cases on the 
American mainland 
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anyway feed on dead animals, not live ones. 

What was it, then, that tried to abduct Io- 
year-old Marlon Lowe from the garden of his 
home at Lawndale, Illinois, on 25 July? That 
bird, too, was accompanied by another, and 
the near-tragedy took place only a few days 
before the abortive pig-stealing, and 10 miles 
(16 kilometres) away. Marlon was playing 
hide-and-seek when at 8.10 p.m. one of the 
birds snatched him off the ground. For- 
tunately his mother was at hand. She saw 
Marlon’s feet dangling in the air and 
screamed, and the bird dropped the boy 
before he had been lifted very high. Mrs 
Lowe was only Io feet (3 metres) away from 
the birds, and afterwards recalled: ‘I'll 
always remember how that huge thing was 
bending its white ringed neck, and seemed to 
be trying to peck at Marlon, as it was flying 
away.’ She described the birds as ‘very black’ 
except for the white rings around their necks, 
which were 18 inches (45 centimetres) long. 
‘They had hooked bills 6 inches (15 centimet- 
res) long, and a wingspan of at least 8 feet (2.5 
metres). She estimated they would have 
stood 43 feet (1.3 metres) tall had they 
landed. Six people watched the birds fly off 
towards Kickapoo Creek where there is 
heavy underbrush and thick tree cover. 

But for the bird’s being startled by Mrs 
Lowe’s screams, Marlon would probably 
have suffered the same fate as Marie Delex, 
Jemmie Kenney and Landy Junkins. As it 
was, the Lowes suffered in other ways. They 
were harassed by people leaving dead birds 
on the front porch, and by unpleasant notes 
and telephone calls. At school Marlon, nick- 
named ‘Bird Boy’, had literally to fight off 
the taunts of his fellows. His red hair turned 
grey, and for a year the frightened boy 
refused to go out after night had fallen. 


Have nightmarish flying creatures survived 


from past aeons to terrify present-day wit- 


nesses? See page 1126 
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Far from resting in peace, it is claimed that the dead 
lead a strenuous and purposeful existence; in fact that 
they are more ‘alive’ than we are. PAUL BEARD explains 


the meaning of the afterlife 


IF DEATH IS NOT the end of man’s perso- 


nality, but rather the beginning of a sort of 


‘pilgrim’s progress’ as many psychical re- 


searchers claim, then what are the stages of 


this adventure? The discarnate spirit, after 
meeting the loved ones who had died before 
him, lives first in summerland or winterland 
(see page 1051), both of which he creates 
from his own habits of thought, good or bad. 
These are both on the tdeo-plastic plane and 
seem to serve to break him of his earthly 
preoccupations and make him yearn for the 
benefits of higher, more spiritual faculties. 
But he must first undergo the judgement and 
the second death, processes that hold a 
mirror up to the person he was, mercilessly 


stripping him of his illusions about himself 


and making him realise — by momentarily 

becoming other people in his life — what his 

actions and words had done to them. 
‘Through experiencing the shattering but 
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Above: the Hindu deity 
Vishnu reincarnates for the 
second time — as a turtle. 
Belief in the transmigration 
of souls, or reincarnation as 
man or animal, is still 
common in the East. But, 
according to the alleged 
evidence for the afterlife, 
man is always reincarnated 
as another human being 


Right: the ninth hell as 
described in Dante's /nferno 
and illustrated by Gustav 
Doré. In this wasteland of 
ice and desolation, the 
damned soul is frozen 
forever, unless he confesses 
his sins to the superior souls 
who visit him 


ultimately rewarding process of the second 
death the spirit ‘earns’ his entry into the 
second heaven. What has been shed in the 
trauma is only, he discovers, his outer self, 
his personality, which had seemed so essen- 
tial in his earth life. Personality is derived 
from the Latin persona, meaning ‘actor’s 
mask’; having cast this away during the 
second death he can emerge as his real, 
‘undivided self’. 

The purpose of the second heaven is, 
apparently, to enable the questing spirit to 
grow and develop. ‘The process takes place in 
what many accounts call ‘the great silence’. 
During this period one’s former identity 
dissolves away and one experiences a sense of 
great peace. One no longer knows who or 
where one is, but this is not in any way 
distressing, any more than it is ‘distressing’ 
for a butterfly to undergo the natural process 
of emerging from its cocoon. 


Kinship of the spirit 

At this point the spirit loses contact with all 
those he had known during his earth life. 
‘This is a temporary phase but apparently 
essential if he is to concentrate his energies 
on coping with the new, immeasurably 
broader landscape he now faces. ‘There are 
now highly significant meetings with others, 
men and women with whom one feels a deep 
spiritual link and an intimate familiarity. 
This is reported as being like meeting old 
friends on earth with whom one has shared 
profound experiences. However, the spirits 
on this plane, although they are indeed old 
friends, belong to relationships formed over 
many lifetimes. And this one fact is central to 
the understanding of the whole nature of the 
afterlife. With those friends from long ago 
the spirit relives ancient memories, mem- 
ories to which his immediately previous 
personality had no access. ‘Together the 
members of the reunion relive past events 
they had shared, and as they do so they begin 
to see a distinct purpose and meaning emerge 


Most ancient cultures 
believed in a supernatural 
deity whose sole task was to 
preside over the dead. Part 
custodian and part judge, he 
is usually shown as a terrible 
figure, such as Yamantaka, 
Tibetan lord of the dead 
(above) or the Totonac god 
of ancient Mexico, 
Mictlantecuhtli (right) 


from the apparently disparate and fragmen- 
tary personalities they had been in the past. 
Each soul has been reincarnated many times. 

‘They now see that their lives are in no way 
arbitrary; they form part of a pattern and 
purpose that are still being worked out. Each 
is slowly awakening towards recognition of, 
and participating in, what is named his causal 
self. ‘Vhis carries within it the seeds of each 
former life but also contains hints of what is 
to come in future incarnations. ‘The second 
heaven is both retrospective and prospective; 
a plane of insight into both past and future. 
As the posthumous Frances Banks, a former 
Anglican nun, is claimed to have said, it is 
‘the initial stage of a journey into light, 
during which the surviving entity is gradu- 
ally reunited with the whole soul.’ And now 
he sees his past earth life in its true perspect- 
ive; not, as he perhaps thought as he was 
actually living it, that it was the ‘be all and 
end all’, but that it was only a tiny fragment 
of a much larger prospect. 

The past life is only the latest chapter in a 
long book, the ‘story’ of which can stretch 
back over many earth centuries. As the spirit 


begins to witness the unfolding panorama of 


his lives he will inevitably realise that much 


in his past life was the direct consequence of 


actions from other, previous incarnations. 
Nothing is meaningless — now at last he 
knows the answer to the question every 
person asks at some point: ‘Why me?’ 
There are many incarnations for most 
spirits, for almost everyone needs many 
chances to learn all the necessary lessons. All 
the opportunities will be there over the 
centuries for everyone. Not everyone will 
profit by his experience or learn at.the same 
rate but there are many chances to put right 
mistakes made or opportunities lost. Perhaps 
the failures of the last life are similar to those 
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experienced before, or perhaps at last the 
spirit has overcome a lengthy pattern of 
mistakes. Frances Banks said, ‘It is still a 
continuation, a sequel. There is a definite 
continuing thread.’ 

This enrichment of the soul through the 
revelations of the past is the first step in the 
process of reassessment carried on in the 
second heaven. ‘There are two other, equally 
important steps. 

The first involves advice from wiser 
beings on how to deal with one’s future earth 
life. ‘he second step clarifies the true nature 
of the spirit’s relationship with his peers, 
those ‘old friends’ with whom he has just 
been reunited. He now realises that they are 
all bound together for all eternity, united 
with the same overall purpose. ‘Together 


they form part of a highly important unit 
knownas agroup soul. It is said that to be with 
its members is to feel a deep spiritual 
homecoming. 

‘The members of an earth family may be 
spiritually close or they may simply be 
genetically linked — effectively strangers on 


1095 


Survival of death 


Death is said to be ‘the great leveller’ and 
nowhere is this shown more clearly than 
in A Tudor story by the late Canon W. S. 
Pakenham-Walsh. This purports to tell 
the tale of the Canon’s relationship — 
through several mediums — with various 
members of the ‘Tudor court from the 
early 1920s to his death at the age of 92 in 
1960. Pakenham-Walsh found that his 
main spiritual mission was to aid Henry 
Vill himself, who was angry, lost and 
clinging pathetically to a crown he no 
longer possessed, and could therefore 
make no progress in the afterlife. 

One medium had to remind ‘Henry’ 
that he was king no longer. He was 


1096 


The statue of Justice that 
stands above the Old Bailey, 
Britain's foremost criminal 
court. The scales and the 
sword she carries represent 
the two aspects of justice: 
mercy and retribution. 
Absolute justice, however, is 
said to be found only in the 
afterlife — where motives are 
seen for what they really 
were in life. During the 
judgement the soul suffers 
the pain and humiliation he 
once inflicted on others. He 
learns for himself — the hard 
way — the effects of his every 
word and deed. But his 
kindnesses are also relived 
and rewarded 
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any deeper level. ‘heir spiritual ‘family’ is 
elsewhere. Such people are said to be the true 
foundlings. But in the afterlife there are no 
such random or loose ties; the group soul 
comprises only members who are totally 
committed to their particular long-term 
spiritual assignment under the leadership of 
one who can perhaps best be called an elder 
brother. The individual members of each 
group are responsible to each other — and to 
the world — in order to fulfil the special task 
assigned them when their group was created. 


Life goes on 

If these narratives that claim to describe 
conditions in the afterlife — and, indeed, the 
purpose of life itself — are true, then our 
individual lives on earth can be seen in 
proper perspective, as part of a much greater 
plan. And although these accounts seem 
basically in harmony with the conventional 
Christian belief in purgatory, hell and 
heaven, the approximately similar states 
exist, not as final punishments or rewards for 
a single earth life, but as stages in a continu- 
ing education. Each has to redeem those 
parts of himself that are bound by the chains 
of his own creation. Even in the second 
heaven the processes of self-cleansing and 
selfless service continue. Here the spirit 
learns that there are further states of bliss, 
but these are too intense for it yet. 

It becomes plain that life on earth and life 
between incarnations simply provide dif- 
ferent opportunities of ‘growing up’. Each 
spirit will pass from hard work to refresh- 
ment and from refreshment to further tasks — 
and although on the planes beyond the 
surroundings are said to be more pleasant 
than on earth, basically the work is just as 
strenuous. It takes enormous effort for each 
spirit to make any lasting progress, but he is 
not alone and can expect the kind of help, 
advice and inspiration that would have been 
impossible on earth. Encouraged and in- 
spired, the individual can progress towards 
his own ultimate maturity. 

The destiny of each soul will be fulfilled, 
say the communicators, only.when that of the 


furious, saying ‘I am a king. I carry royal 
birth and death in my hands. . . . A king 
does not commit acts for which he is 
sorry.’ 

The Canon enlisted the help of the 
‘spirits’ of Anne Boleyn and Elizabeth 
I among others, while also praying for 
the King’s soul himself. For a time 
Henry vacillated between apparent rep- 
entance and humility and outbursts of 
regal temperament. The breakthrough 
came when he was allowed to meet his 
sons — including the baby who had been 
stillborn, now grown up. Henry’s last 
communication was: ‘Know that Henry, 
once King of England, did repent.’ 


group soul is completed. ‘his may take 
aeons. There are many group souls, said to 


range from comparatively few members to: 


many hundreds. Frequently a person’s inner 
urge on earth is a reflection of the quest of his 
group soul, his equivalent of the Holy 
Grail. Everyone retains his free will to 
depart from the group soul’s set path, but the 
promptings of his own inner nature will, it is 
believed, eventually lead him back to it. 
During his stay in the second heaven the 
spirit learns from the ‘replay’ of his past lives 
to discover his true potential and what steps 
he should take to fulfil it. Strengthened by 
the insight and love of his companions he is 
now ready for a yet further expansion of his 
consciousness, which takes place in the third 
heaven. This is, however, too intense an 
experience for many spirits to endure for 
very long, although it is open to them for 
precisely as long as they can _ endure. 
Although almost impossible for us to under- 
stand, communicators tell us that in the third 
heaven a spirit comes to the limits of his 
consciousness. After a brief glimpse of this 
plane he finds he cannot go further into it 
than his nature allows. Faced with his limita- 
tions he has no coice but to return to earth. 


Other lives, other worlds 

However, if his next incarnation goes welland 
he grows spiritually as a result, he will find 
that he can then proceed deeper into the third 
heaven. [his in turn will enable him to make 
more of his succeeding earth life, for it is in 
the third heaven that the true nature of the 
group soul’s task unfolds as consciousness 
expands in the individual members. 

But what happens when a person has little 
more to learn from earth? Most accounts 
agree that a choice awaits him. He can take a 
leap into the great unknown, leaving this 
planet and its successive incarnations alto- 
gether, and beginagainsomewhere else. Com- 
munications are vague on this point, but they 
do seem toimply a new cycle of physical lives 
on another planet. Few, the posthumous 
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F.W.H. Myers says, are sufficiently strong to 
go the first time the chance arises. Most 
spirits prefer to wait, helping others if 
needed, even if it means being reincarnated 
on earth yet again. A group soul will move on 
only when every member is ready to go. No 
one will be left behind. 

People frequently deplore the injustice of 
‘life’, meaning their earthly existence. But if 
the accounts of the afterlife summarised 
above are substantially true, then there is 
such a thing as absolute justice, there is cause 
for hope, there is free will and ever- 
expanding consciousness. The narratives 
purporting to come from people in the after- 
life can be examined by anyone — religious 
beliefs and pious hopes aside — as evidence. 
Perhaps the last words of Mary, Queen of 
Scots, ‘In my end is my beginning’, express 
the literal truth for everyone. 


Above: a bark painting by 
the Australian Aborigine 
artist Bunia, showing 

the afterlife 


Right: an early 15th-century 
representation of St Peter 
receiving three souls at the 
gates of heaven. In the 
traditional Christian view, 
admission to heaven was in 
itself a kind of judgement, 
although the dreadful day of 
judgement was still to come 


Below: a wall painting at 
Tepantitla, Mexico, dating 
back more than 1000 years. 
It is believed to show the 
rain god's paradise 
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Can the spirit of one man take 
over the body of another, perform 
an imaginary operation — and 
effect a cure? DAVID HARVEY 
examines the remarkable claims 
made on behalf of a dead surgeon 


MORE PEOPLE know of Dr Lang today than 
ever before. His reputation for helping suf- 
ferers from a variety of illnesses, sometimes 
when all other therapies have failed, is inter- 
national. He can be consulted at his surgery 
in Aylesbury in Buckinghamshire, England, 
or at one of the clinics he runs in Europe and 
the USA. There is nothing out of the ordinary 
in that until one learns that Dr Lang, or — to 
be more precise — Mr William Lang, a well- 
known surgeon and ophthalmic specialist, 
died in 1937 at the age of 84. 

Since 1946 Dr Lang has allegedly con- 
tinued his work through the medium George 
Chapman, and their partnership has become 
one of the most interesting cases in the annals 
of mediumship. 

Chapman was brought up by his grand- 


parents in Liverpool, and he had a number of 


jobs before joining the Irish Guards in 1939. 
He later transferred to the Royal Air Force 
and was stationed at RAF Halton in Bucking- 
hamshire, where he met and married a local 
girl. Then, after the Second World War, he 
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Dr Lang 
and 


Mr Chapman 


William Lang (left), a 
respected surgeon and 
ophthalmic specialist, died in 
1937. Yet, according to 
medium George Chapman 
(far left), he continues to 
practise medicine in the 
1980s. Chapman says that 
he puts himself into a trance, 
then Lang's spirit takes over 
his body and, assisted by his 
son Basil (below left) 
himself a doctor during life 
he performs operations on 
the ‘etheric body’. Witnesses 
state that ‘Dr Lang’ appears 
to be using surgical 
instruments, yet none can be 
seen, and that after the 
operation there are no signs 
that any surgery has taken 
place. Many patients report 
some relief from their 
condition — and occasionally 
a complete cure — while 
most describe an increased 
feeling of well-being 


joined the Aylesbury fire brigade. 

At this tme Chapman was grieving over 
the loss of his daughter Vivian, who had died 
in 1945 when only a month old, and he was 
anxiously trying to discover whether there is 
indeed life after death. ‘Then one of his 
colleagues introduced him to seances, with 
the result that he received ‘messages’ telling 
him he had been chosen to be a healer, and he 
went on to develop his mediumship with a 
small circle of friends. 

At first these sittings were much like many 
Spiritualist sessions. Chapman would go 
into a trance and a number of purported 
spirit entities would speak through him. He 
was, however, aware of the problems that can 
arise in sifting tricks of the subconscious 
from genuine mediumistic ability, and he 
looked for the opportunity to check the facts 
for himself. 

‘The chance came when a surgeon, calling 
himself Lang, began to ‘come through’ 
during seances. As time went by, the surgeon 
gave an increasing amount of information 


about his life on earth, sufficient for Chap- 
man to trace William Lang, who had prac- 
tised at the Middlesex Hospital in London 
from I880 to 1914. 

This identification enabled Chapman to 


check and double check the authenticity of 


Lang’s identity with many who knew the 
man during his earthly existence. Members 
of Lang’s family and several of his medical 
colleagues had regular sessions with Chap- 
man during which they spoke with the dead 
surgeon: all vouched for his identity. 


In 1947 Chapman met Lang’s daughter 


Lyndon and, over the years, they became 
close friends, meeting regularly until 


Lyndon’s death in 1977. She was in no doubt 
that, through Chapman, she had communi- 
cated with her dead father: ‘I can truthfully 
say the William Lang who operates via the 


body of George Chapman is, without a 
doubt, my father.’ 

Mrs Susan Fairtlough, Lang’s grand- 
daughter, became convinced of the surgeon’s 
survival almost despite her own resistance to 
the evidence. She travelled to Aylesbury to 
see Chapman, determined to expose him as a 
fraud. But: 

‘lo my great horror, or rather stupefac- 

tion, the man who was in this room was 

indisputably my grandfather. It was 
not him physically, but it was his 
voice... his behaviour. It was un- 
questionable. He spoke to me and re- 
called the precise events of my 
childhood. And I was so impressed that 
all I could say was, ‘Yes grandpapa. No 
grandpapa.’ 

‘The author has met George Chapman and 

has spoken through him to Dr Lang, and 


there is a marked difference in the tone of 


voice, vocabulary and mannerisms of Chap- 
man the man and Chapman the medium 
controlled by Lang. But some people have 


Lyndon Lang (left), William 
Lang's daughter, and Susan 
Fairtlough (right), his grand- 
daughter. Both met George 
Chapman and spoke to him 
when he was in a trance; they 
were astounded by the 
sound of his voice — which 
was exactly like Lang’s — and 
by the details he gave them 
about their personal lives. 
They became convinced that 
the spirit of William Lang 
lived on through Chapman. 
But could it be that the 
information the medium gave 
them came not from the 
dead surgeon, but from the 
ladies themselves — that 
Chapman picked it up from 
their subconscious minds 
through extra-sensory 
perception? 


George Chapman 


given the most convincing performances 
intentionally, or under hypnosis; mental in- 
stability has allowed another personality to 
surface. All that one can say is that either 
Chapman is an extremely cunning actor, 
capable of fooling those who knew Lang 
intimately, or the dead surgeon really does 
‘come through’. 

But the identity question is only part of 
the issue. Important though proof of survival 
may be, what keeps people flooding to the 
various clinics Dr Lang runs is the success he 
has had with healing a wide variety of 
conditions. 

Chapman is a trance healer, through 
whom Dr Lang performs what can be best 
described as spirit operations, a little way 
above the body. Dr Lang operates, he ex- 
plains through Chapman, on the spirit body, 


the invisible essence of each human life, 
which reflects ill-health in the physical body 
and through which the physical body can be 
influenced. He works with invisible instru- 
ments and is aided by an invisible team of 
surgeons, including his son Basil, who 
during life was also a doctor. 

A description of what it is like to be on the 
receiving end of a spirit operation is given by 
Morton B. Jackson, a lawyer from Los 
Angeles, USA, who consulted Dr Lang for 
treatment of rheumatoid spondylitis, from 
which he had been suffering for 10 years. 

Asking me to lean forward slightly, 

while sitting erect, he placed his fingers 

lightly at various points up and down 
my spine through my shirt — my jacket 
having been removed. .. . The nature 
of the touch, while light, seemed con- 
sistent with the handling and utilis- 
ation of invisible instruments... . All 
this while... our conversation con- 
tinued, although it tended to be some- 
what more one-sided, with Dr Lang 
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George Chapman 


explaining, as he went along, what it 

was he was doing and why. 

In this case there was no miracle cure, but 
there was some help and a decreased depen- 
dence on medication. Dr Lang never prom- 
ises a cure because there can be no certain 
outcome with this therapy. From time to 
time, however, there are outstanding re- 
coveries following Dr Lang’s treatment. 

In 1974 Joseph ‘Tanguy, a young Paris 
shop assistant, underwent an operation to 
investigate a brain tumour. It was found to 
be malignant and he was expected to have no 
more than a few months to live. Tanguy’s 
doctor, however, knew of Dr Lang, and 
advised the young man to consult the healer. 


Following three treatments over a number of 


months, the tumour gradually shrank, and 
subsequent medical tests showed that it had 
completely disappeared. 

One of the more unusual aspects of Dr 
Lang’s work is that it is supported by a 
number of doctors, particularly in France, 
some of whom regularly send their more 


I 100 


George Chapman, controlled 
by Lang, performs a ‘spirit’ 
operation on one of his 
American patients. Many 
medical practitioners have 
testified to the effectiveness 
of Lang's treatment, and 
some even refer patients to 
him 


Further reading 
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Extraordinary encounters, 
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George Chapman, Surgeon 


from another world, W.H. 
Allen 1978 
J. Bernard Hutton, Healing 
hands, W.H. Allen 1978 
S.G. Miron, The return of Dr 
Lang, Lang Publishing 1957 


difficult cases to him. Several doctors have 
vouched for the accuracy of Lang’s diagnosis 
and the effectiveness of his treatment. Dr G. 
from south-east France, says: 
I have been a doctor since 1970 and | 
have had the great joy of knowing Dr 
Lang since 1975. He has my complete 
trust. Dr Lang’s diagnosis does not 
depend on the questioning of the 
patient: it is an instantaneous diag- 
nosis. Even before one is able to tell 
him how one suffers, he is able to say 
what the problem is. He says it with 
precision, with a surprising accuracy 
and with details which would need x- 
rays and modern laboratory tests for 
them to be known by any other doctor. 
In Surgeon from another world by George 
Chapman in collaboration with Roy Stem- 
man, Dr F. from Marseilles testifies to the 
cures Dr Lang has brought about: 
Disappearance in one session and, it 
would appear, looking back over the 
period of one year, cure of a malignant 
brain tumour in a young child. In one 
session, a seven-year-old child who had 
been completely paralysed from birth 
started walking on all fours. Disappear- 
ance of pain in very severe and 
advanced arthritis cases, especially 
coxarthritis (which affects the hip). 
Disappearance of kidney and _ gall 
bladder stones, etc. 


Insight and understanding 
‘There seems little doubt that Chapman has 
been accepted as a bona fide medium for 
William Lang by those who loved and knew 
the man when he was on this earth. Nor is 
there any reason to doubt the commitment 
on Chapman’s part. He works virtually with- 
out ceasing, commuting between England, 
Europe and the USA, with a team of secre- 
taries to deal with the endless flood of mail 
and requests for appointments. 

Inevitably it has been the healing suc- 


cesses that have caught the imagination of 
the public. But healing 1s not the sole aim of 


the partnership between George Chapman 
and Dr Lang. Chapman is sure that the 
purpose lies deeper than alleviating pain and 
suffering, of great value though that may be. 
As he said in Surgeon from another world: 
“The real purpose of his [Dr Lang’s] spirit 
return, I am convinced, is not solely to cure 
sick people. It is to touch the soul and to give 
us a new, convincing insight and under- 
standing of the spiritual reality which sur- 
rounds us.’ 

‘Those who have met and been treated by 
Dr Lang have their own experience on which 
to reflect. Others who have not still have the 
tributes and testimonies of patients, doctors, 
ex-colleagues and relatives to ponder. Unlike 
so many chapters in the history of medium- 
ship and survival after death, the evidence 
for Dr Lang’s return stands up to more than 
a superficial investigation. 


Dear Sir, 
Twenty years ago, when! was seven years old, | had 
a most unusual experience. 

| was in the school playground during a break 
period and, looking up into the sky at an angle of 
around 60°, | saw what | can only describe as a 
classic UFO shape, surrounded by dense cloud. 
Leading to the craft were steps, and at the top of the 
steps in an open doorway in the craft were three 
humanoids. 

The three of them beckoned me up the steps with 
their arms. | had climbed only three steps when a 
school friend spoke to me. ‘How do you do that?’ he 
demanded. ‘Do what?’ | replied. ‘Float in the air like 
that, as if you're climbing stairs.’ At this point! found 
myself standing on the ground, and | had to tell my 
friend | didn't know how | had done it. At the moment 
he had spoken to me, the craft and the steps had 
disappeared. 

If it had not been for the fact that my friend saw me 
in mid-air, | would probably have dismissed what 
happened as a daydream — or maybe | would have 
reached the top of the steps. 

Thinking about it over the years, | have never been 
able to decide whether it was a visitation by an alien 
craft, or maybe some subconscious thought causing 
hallucination and levitation. Orsperhaps someone 
else at school could even have been controlling my 
thoughts and physical movements. | don’t know; all | 
do know is that it happened. 
Yours faithfully, 

Mark Ashfield Reading, Berkshire 
Dear Sir, 

During 1949 | was employed in a coal mine at 
Collinsville—60 miles [100 kilometres] west of Bowen 
in Queensland, Australia. My brother and | were on 
day shift, working on a seam called Bowen Basin, 
1000 feet [300 metres] underground and 3 feet [1 
metre] from the sandstone floor of the centre of the 
face. After the dynamite blasting, we used picks to 
clear away the coal. | dislodged a portion and 
disclosed a cavity about the size and shape of a 
tennis ball. 

Inside this cavity was a frog. Needless to say | was 
flabbergasted. | examined the creature closely: it 
was moist, and | felt sure it moved for a moment. The 
eyes were open, and my pick had struck a hind leg. 

Before | read your article about animals found 

imprisoned in rocks in issue 8 of The Unexplained | 
had told hardly anyone of my discovery, thinking no 
one would believe me. So! was astounded to hear 
that other people had experienced the same thing! 
Yours faithfully, 
S. J. McLeod Queensland, Australia 
Dear Sir, 
When | read the letter from Angela McHarron in issue 
32 of The Unexplained in which she told of her 
childhood experience of floating downstairs, | felt | 
must tell you of my very similar experience. 

When | was aged three or four, | occasionally 
experienced a sensation of floating down the stairs. 
A strange feeling would come over me, which! never 
invited or opposed, and | would stand at the top of the 


Post SCLIPt_ Hz Wiese 


staircase with my eyes shut and arms stretched out 
either side of me. | would jump up and down about 
five times, waving my arms up and down as if! werea 
bird flapping its wings, and then! would floatin the air 
and seem to move downwards. A few seconds later | 
would open my eyes to find myself standing, arms by 
my sides, at the bottom of the stairs. 

This experience never happened when anyone 
else was able to see the stairs, and no one else inthe 
family ever felt anything similar. In fact, my family 
never believed me when | used to tell them that 
I'd just flown downstairs! But at the time | never 
questioned the possibility of these strange events — | 
just took them for granted, and even enjoyed them. 

A few years later | tried to recreate the feeling, but 
was unable to. | will always maintain that the hap- 
penings occurred — | believe | levitated down the 
stairs. | can think of no other explanation. 

Yours faithfully, 
Catherine Parker _ Ellesmere, Shropshire 
Dear Sir, 

Five years ago —| was 23 -| lived in Italy and worked 
for an Italian family with four children. One weekend 
we visited the Senora’s mother-in-law’s house inthe 
mountains near Lake Como. 

During the night! was woken by aterrible pain and 
when | opened my eyes | couldn't believe the size of 
my stomach — it was enormous! | felt it and it was as 
hard asarock.! gotup as! was really frightened, and 
went to the bathroom where | was violently sick. My 
stomach remained hard and large. The night seemed 
hours long, but the pain ceased and | eventually 
dropped off to sleep. 

In the morning my stomach was back to normal. | 
explained to the Senora what had happened to me; 
she was amazed, as she said that the room in which | 
had slept was the one in which her mother-in-law had 
given birth to her husband Sergio. 

Yours faithfully, 

June Netherclift (Mrs) Hull, North Humberside 
Dear Sir, 

| should like to tell you of a strange experience! once 
had. | was working a night shift as a railway signal- 
man at a level crossing. It was after midnight, and the 
last train had gone through, so! put my feet up and 
relaxed while | waited for the next shift to come on. | 
am afraid! must have fallen asleep, for the next thing 
| knew was that | had awoken with a start and there 
was a man with me in the signal box, and he seemed 
to have woken me up. | thought he must be the person 
who had come to relieve me of my shift, although | 
was surprised | didn’t recognise him, and | said, 
looking round at the clock, ‘But it’s only 3.30 a.m., 
you're not due until 7.30.’ | then noticed that my body 
was still lying fast asleep, while | was standing up 
talking to the man. He told meto go and look out of the 
window. | don't know what happened to the man — 
suddenly | was back in my body and he was gone. | 
went to the window and found that! had left the gates 
across the level crossing, and an irate driver was 
waiting to cross the track! 

Yours faithfully, 


Peter Wright Benfleet, Essex 
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